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have been tranſported from the fouth to the north, and that they flow 


riſh there under the of the whole (word 
— paternal c eptre King, was but 


During this flight of the arts, in the midſt of the peoples 


at the moment that fame announces to mankind the wiſdom of Frederic, 
his 


glorious occupations, and the happy change in his dominions, while 
the genius of creation flutters her variegated wings over the borders of 
the Spree, a political ſtorm rumbles hollow Europe, and kin- 
dies one of the moſt dreadful that ever deſolated the Earth. 
This ſtorm ſpringing from the reunion of great was to burſt over 
the head of ic. The glory of his riſing ſtate, the ſtrong finew of 
his conſtitution, the flight he was taking had given umbrage to the other 
monarchs. Their jealouſy had brought forth the moſt powerful confe.. -- 
deracy that ever exiſted in this quarter of the world. 
The Monarchs who this formidable junction which re- 
newed in Germany the bloody ſcenes of that ſhocking war, which laid it 
waſte, in the laſt century, were the moſt powerful in all Europe. 
The new Emperor of the Dynaſty of Lorrain, whoſe fceptre, united with 
that of the heireſs of Auſtria, extended over the kingdoms of Bohemia 
d Hungary, and over part of Germany and Italy; the Empreſs of the 
Ruſſias whoſe ſovereignty, no leſs in Europe, than in Aſia, is more er- 
renfive than that of any other empire. The King of France, whoſe arms 


frely has even fince been carried to its utmoſt pitch by one of thoſe 
powers, while the other fortunate to meet with a King whoſe 
hand retouched the ſpring which gives play to the political machine, 
has emerged from her ſtagnant ſtate. 
Terrific ſpectacie l which it is impuſſihle to tecollect without finrdder- 
img cven now. Europe roufed, falls at once upon this Monarch ; the 
North and South difgorge their armies ; the Princes of the Earth 
again one of them chibi all there forces ; they point with their ſcep- 
wes towards the place where theſe multitudmous armaments are deftin- 
ed; the provinces they arc to dafblate, the throne they are to over- 

: throw. 
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travaux, leurs dangers, & leur frugalité ; veillant ſur fon camp pendant 
leur formeil z devout fans reſerve au role de guerrier, 1— 
pendant ſept ans, & dtonna ſes ennemis par fon courage, en meme» 
temps qu'il ſervit de modele aux liens. , 

Au milieu de ces ſcdnes d'agitation & d'horreur, la marche de l'admi- 
niſtration ne ſouffrit pas de celle des armdes, l'une ne fit rien perdre & 
l'antre; on vit tout-à- la · ois renferme dans le camp de Frederic le tri- 
bunal de la juſtice, le cabinet du miniſtere, le foyer de la guerre, & le 
deſtin de la Pruſſe ; les conſeils ſuccddoient aux batailles, les plans 
Gutilite publique à ceux des les audiences aux exercices, 
les oracles de Themis au tumulte des armes. La roue du gouverne- 
ment roulant ſans interruption, les yeux du Roi, également fixes ſur la 
guerre & ſur les affaires, excitèrent Vadmiration de ſes ſujets, & des 
ctran 
Asen ente 4: he endes doo elite & sehen 
un battu 'eſt remplac par d' autres plus nombreux, c'eſt I hydre 
dont les tꝭtes renaiſſent, & ſe multiplient ſous le fer qui les moiſſonne. 
Les revers viennent ſe meler a — clit du Roi. C'eſt dans 
ces momens de I'abandon de la fortune qu'il paroit vraiment grand; 
c'eſt alors qu'il fait voir combien il lui et ſuperieur, & quil prouve que 
fa force eſt en lui- meme. 

r il avoit vu la fortune par un retour inoui, lui 
faire perdre en un ſeul jour le champ-de-bataille de Kollin, & la 
capitale de la Boheme, prete à tomber ſous ſes armes. Il fuyoit, & 
la Siléſie abandonnee. Etoit la proie de I Autrichien vitoricux. Dans 
cette criſe terrible, un nouvel orage vient fondre d'un autre cdte ſur ſes 
Etats, deja aſſaillis au nord par la Ruſſie & la Suede. Cet orage (toit 
armee des Cercles, formidable par fa reunion a celle de France. Ces 
troupes confederces ſembolient devoir porter le dernier coup à Frederic, 
& conſommer a ruine. 

Au ſpeQacle d'un Roi magnanime, entoure par de nombreux ennemis, 
que la mort & la victoire auquel elles ont affigne un 
champ-de-bataille pour tombeau, l Europe jette un coup-d'cil avide 
ſur la ſcene. Le heros ne 8'oublia pas ; arrive à cc degre extreme de 
{a mauvaiſe fortune, les talens qu'il deploya furcnt ſuperieurs à fon 
acharnement. Tout ce que peuvent le courage & le genic reunis, fut 
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throw. The citizen 1 his various territories who had been 
enraptured with admiration at the rehearſal of the atchievements and 
virtues of this Prince the philoſopher who had fondly ſiniled when 
he beheld him aſcend the throne, and had made him the foundation of 
his moſt flattering hopes ; every heart which the emotions of generoſity 
or of gratitude intereſted in favor of a King who held every man in 
conſideration, feel with forrow his fate, and in anguiſh anticipate his fall, 
which they regard as inevitable. But how ſudden and a te- 
turn ſarprizes all at once! Frederic, like a lion attempted to be ſur- 
rounded by his | does not wait to be attacked ; he falls upon 
them, and diſconcerts their meaſures by an action the moſt bold and un- 
foreſeen : he flies to the place where the treaty was confined, in which 
fo many Princes had ſworn his deſtruction. Neither the gates of iron, 
nor the firmneſs which was ſtill ſtronger, of a mighty Princeſs who op- 
poſed her perſon as a bulwark to the ſecret of theſe Kings, could prevent 
him from expoſing his life. Down fall the gates at the Monarch's word, 
his arm clandeſtinely conducts out of danger the heroine who oppoſed 
him, removing her at a diſtance from the reach of arms, and blending 
reſpect with firmneſs. The fatal treaty is in his poſſeſſion, he knows 
his enemies, he is in their provinces, he carries their towns ; one of 
their armies has already paſſed under the yoke ; Europe is ſurprized to 


learn that the war is with the confederated Kings, and that their im- 


menſe preparations have no other object than to defend their reſpective 
ſtates. From this moment, all luxury is baniſhed from the Monarch's 
tent ; braving the rigour of the weather and the i of the ſea- 
ſons, ſharing, with his ſoldiers, in their labour, their dangers, and 
their frugality; watching his camp while they are aſleep; devoted, in 
every reſpect to the character of a warrior, he acquits himſelf in it for 


he fame time that he ſerves as 2 model to all who belong to him. 
In the midſt of theſe ſcenes of horror and perturbation, the 


of adminiſtration ſuffers no impediment from that of arms, 


the ſpace of ſeven years, and aſtoniſhes his enemics by his courage, at 
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due tables. — 0 2 
te choix, en publia un Enorme recweil bes Francs, les Bourguignons, 
Vis gots publitrent des codes relatifs & leurs marurs & precieux par cette 
ale circonftance ; bes Lombards, les Italiens curent auf be leur : mais 
te malheur & la confulion voulurent que le volumineux droit romain, 
fait pour les hommes qui exiſtoient il y a quinze cents ans, ſubfiſtit dans 
chacun de ces pays avec la loi nationale. Mille publiciſtes & compila« 
tears ajoutdrent encore à I'Enorme maſſe. Louis XIV & Louis XV, en 
France, effaytrent de porter la lumitre dans ce. ttndbrewx disc Hleve 
far des plans contraires, conſtruit par des mains diferentes & avec des 
matcrizux difcordans : ils doantrent à la verite des ſtatuts & des interpre- 
tations utiles, & pretendirent mettre des entraves à la chicane. 
Ce grand projet congu par tant de peuples & de Princes, paſſant fans 
exccution de fitcles en fitcles, a cnfin é rempli. Fredenc 
ment occupe de plus beau foin dont un Roi puiſſe s'honorer (la legiſla- 
tion) ne vit dans I'fnorme recucil des lo romaines qu un dedale d où il 
cxoit difficile de faire fortir la juſtice quand elle y (toit entree : i] penſa 
que I. Joi ne devoit ee que Vexprefiion de Ia raiſon, que ces Enormes 
compilations n"'ctoient que Vabus du raifoancment & des fophiſmes ; il 
Teague comme on retranche d'un bel arbre des branches qui le furchar- 
gent, & ha fGmplifia à Vinſtar de celle de I ce tribunal honore 
des deux mimes, ou le code ctoit infcrit fur deux colonnes, oa le tra- 
vail de magiftrat conſiftoit a decader & Ia queſtion ou le crime dont il 
© agillcir, cat juge ou non par I lu; E filence, fur les autres cas, 
nature, be lepiflatcur n'2 qu'3 Ia copier far les marurs des peuples & la 
Posten des Etats: elle ft fample, mais mile chez un peuple brut; elle 
e cle & refiichic chez un peuple inftruit ; au nord elle fe repoſe fur 
ic calme des paſGons z midi elle vealle fur leurs orages ; chez un peu- 
plc noevcas wn code ft inutile, I Joi cft dans bes corurs 5; mais lor. 
elle cn fort, I main du lgiflatcur doit Ia graver fur ha pieme ou be 
broaze, telle que La ddt Ia nature, claire & conciſe. Frederic ha prit 
z & fource primitive, telle qu elle Etoit avant que des interprizes diffus 
ne en emparaiient, & bus fat rendre des oracles auff Jumincux que pre- 
cas alen plus de double fens, plus de fauffes interpretations : à des fta- 
rats cr & files, i} 2ffociz unc forme dune marche prompte & peu 


3 


quarrels of the ate. "This was the 
in favour of ity. Frederic did for the 

Geloa had done for the old. When the gods forfook 
the carth, they left alſo many valuable traces of their dwelt in it. 


grave opens to receive his depoſit ; firm, in this mo- 


throne he filled, and ſhall continue to floarith when that (hall be annihi- 
lated ; what avails it that his aſhes are interred under a fpeck of carth, 
while his name covers the whole farface of the globe. 

Aſter this haſty ſketch of a reagn, the moſt glorious that the age can 
boaſt, admiration, cxcited by fo many great and wonderful events, is acarly 
at a loſs to fuſtzin itfcif at the fight of the pacific virtacs of the hero, 
of an adminiſtration the moſt calghtened, 2nd the moſt vigorous that 
erer raked an empure. 
which is the firſt of bleſſings for the fabjeft, 2nd the firſt of duties for 
the Monarch ; juſtice, which 2dmirs the humble citizen w coafroa 
without apprehenfoon the man of opulence and power ; which ſecures 
uſurper; which cauſes the cxrth tw fourth mader 2n cquatzble forpmre, 
whale it is diſpcopled under the tyrzar's rod ; rr 


: 
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eule ; i) Hloigna du magiſtrat & de (es Jugemens toute idée de vé- 
— vral principe d'6quite. Un tribunal, oh Themis achte ſa 
lace, ne peut que perdre dans l'opinion des hommes la main qui paye 
le fanQuaire ravalle la majeſts de oracle la juſtice doit ötre aufſi 
gratuite que la lumidre. Le Prufſien ctonne vit enfin des Epoques cer- 
taines à ſes decifions z il compta auſſi sGrement ſur le terme oh elle lui 
ſerolt rendue, que ſur celui de ſes revenus. A cette hauteur de legiſla- 
tion, à cette aſſurance fignalde des droits humains, il reconnut Veſprit 
philoſophique de ſon roi & le cherit en jouiſſant ge ſes bienfaits, 
Sa volontt conſtante pour la juſtice 6toit une ſuite des ſentimens de ve- 
neration qu'il avoit pour elle : il la regardoit comme le principe de tout 
bien, de tout ordre ſur la terre, comme la dominatrice des ſocittes de 
Funivers & les rois comme ſes miniſtres. Auſſi fut-ce dans cet eſprit 
que les hommes &lurent les premiers Rois ; Frederic eut le courage de ſe 
remettre ſous les yeux cette antique inſtitution, de sen penetrer & de 
faire revivre cet eſprit primitif; il fit plus, il avoua hautement la ſuperio- 
rite de la juſtice ſur les rois: l'Europe la vu ſieger au defſous delle 
n'entrer dans fon ſanctuaire que le priere à la bouche, lorſque, diſcu- 
tant ſes droits dans un tribunal cEtranger, il lui parla en ces termes : 
Supplie Frederic, Roi. Quel Etoit ce Roi qui ſupplioit dans une Cour in- 
fericure ? C'Etoit le vainqueur des nations les plus redoutables, le Mo- 
narque le plus ſage, le plus gloricux de l univers. Quelle grande idée il 
donnoit de la juſtice, en Vabordant avec tant de reſpect & de ſoumiſſion ; 
quel immortel hommage l que le ſouvenir en reſtera long-temps dans la 

memoire des hommes | 101 
O meEmoire, à jamais precieuſe a la Pruſſe, du regne de la gloire & de 
Tequite ! C'eſt peu qu'un roi ſoit grand par les armes, s il ne triomphe 
pas par la juſtice: les hommes ſont faits pour la ſocicté & non pour la 
guerre, le roi magiſtrat ſe rapproche plus de ſon inſtitution ; il eſt plus 
dans ſa place que le conquerant, parce que les hommes ſe ſont conſtitue 
des maitres pour les gorverner & non pour les 6gorger. Un roi doit ſans 
ceſſe ſe rapeller qu'il eſt place à la tete d'une nation pour ſon bonheur & 
qu il n en eſt pas fans juſtice: il ceſſe d etre Roi sil ceſſe de la rendre ; 
il na qu un titre qui devient tyrannique, des que fa conduite eſt oppoſte 
a fes devoirs. Les dons de Themis dans un Etat ne ſont pas moins ns- 
ceffaires que ceux de Ceres: le prince qui ne veille pas a leur diſtribution, 
ou 


di 
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majeſtic and dive, the youre of 
and of univerſal felicity ; that juſtice in « word which ©» 
the very life and foul of all focieties ; where is the prince who ever knew 
her value better than Frederic, who revered her more, who rendered ber 
more ſacred by the laws he promulgated, by the example he diſplayed. 
Not that men had continued till this epoch, without legiſlators and 
without laws ; they had even reckoned Kings among the former ; without 


the ſovereign, raiſes him into a being 
every bleſſing, 


were ſubjetted to laws no lefs celebrated for their wikdom than their anti- 
quity ; we know that Crete flouriſhed as much under thote dci by her 
King Minos, as by the viftories of this Monarch the Frederix of his age, 2+ 
Frederic is the Minos of the prefent : the legiflation of the Grecians, which 
was the offspring of that of theſe people, defervedly acquired the vener- 
ation of on account of its wiſdom and conciteneSs. Rome 
herſelf became an admirer of it, and borrowed from them the laws of 
the twelve tables. Juſtinian afterwards fignakzed himfelf more for « 
multiplicity, than for his choice, an enormous eben the 
Francs, the Burgundians, the Viſigoths publiſhed — — 
to their manners, and valuable only for that fngle crrcumfzace ; the 

Lombards and Italians had theirs likewiſe. But misfortune and con- 
fuſion fo ordained, that the voluminous Roman juriſprudence, made for : 
people who exiſted five hundred years before, be conmand end 
of thoſe countries in conjunctiom with the national Low. 
publiſhers and went on adding to this cnormons heap. Louis 
XIV and Louis XV, in France, attempecd to give light © this d 
edifice raiſed on plans that claſh d. bailt with different hams, 1 wk 


without execution, from generation to generation, ks been, 27 kmpri, 
accompliſhed, Frederic, deeply occupied with the mot kendforne cx 
ployment that can confer honor on 2 King, (that of .) four 
nothing in —_—_ collection of Roman laws but 2 
— ſhould be nochmg more chin th c 


— 4-4 that thoſe enormous compilations were only xn abate 
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mentioning the Chineſe, the Indians, the Perfians, and the © gyprruns, who 
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This great defign conceived by fo many nations 2nd princes, paifing, 
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wane conkites wn whether the 


_ ether caſes deg more fabatary than w adetacy peruipredence. 

us STARR an mn. The Mee has omby ereus de 
mens of a mation, - amill om the Graation of the fre. It is Gample, but 
ryperaus with 3 rough poogle , & = refined and confedernte with an on 
Ighaczed progle ; in the narth, © repoſes on the calm 
of the puiflcns ; in the fourth, & © on the wanck again their florms. 
Amang 2 acw peogle a cole & wh, it is imprinacd on their hearts ; 
but when & dffors thence, the hand of the legufaror Groukd engrave in 
en fare, ar bra, as conciſe wad clear, 2s it has been difitacd by nature. 
Fe wok = from the prommme fource, fack as it was, before in had 
barn fznnd by difufre ̃ amd drew from i cracks cqaally 
Jaummons ant proce. Ne more Goablc or H ecrrpretioncns : 
2 chew ant fonglc, he 2 form of proces expertturus 
and of full cxpence ; he handbed crery den of renakey beck froum the 
ampli and hs doors ; the wor pronciple of equiry. A wibumal, 
r he place, ana ancnunzbly bofe mm: the ogman 
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Frodrs: bud the courage to place this (ncacnt eee bodore ds e 
wid gametrone deeply inv0. ©, and to revive this primitive idea 6, He went 
corn Girther ; he Jonddty avowed the wathornty eee baperver to. that 

of Kings ; Ewvege han beheld hom: febanatong to ber: rr ibion, wi 

entering Han GmA@orry mm the poſtere mcredy of « fapplacant, when, fe 
 uifing his rights, before « frorign wribunall, be adireffed her in the 
mmm: Sour, Prolenc the King ; and who was the King who ford in 
aun er court * It was the comgacrer of the wok Formadiiblc namons, 
the wilt and mot glorroes Monarch of the ener. How grand an 
alc Gu] the give of jaiſtce, * her with 50 mack hemukty 4. 


O memeory, for ever dear wo Pro, of © win of oy end equity: 
* & «ef binie eoment for = King 2» be great i= acms, # be docs mot 
nn Moen was eadc for fockers, amd mot for war ; 
tc mapa: King coma nc the aver of hu: nfrenn He «: 
8 r congueret, becuadc mer have appornac 
= themes anufirrs ww govern and mot ww maffacre them. A Kang, 
ouagker canfuachy =» coelict thr be = placed at the head of = people 
far ther hugs, and tht, wichour juice, ths comet poficbly 
exif M be Kang, who he crades > admanckrr &, hc poſes 
_ canty 4 addic winch becomes that <f 2 rerun, the ananacne hc adopes 2 con- 
daft comwy ws his dans. The giits of Themes ame no kefs neceffary wn 
2 cas chance = The Kang whe = mor magdtuan and acmraceve 
n Ar dif- huren er Inc, cr whic actor; tw Grier, 25 25 gere- 
rin =: Ar mur de ju hr eras: 22: Lampanſk and peruk foe 
mat of foot - the Monzzch, beang the crane of 2 puifice, onght = 
* eas: απ acorn | ar ths acc drpoud: W tei or hes raken, 
beouate them car — be — ax oppordicd ——ê 
wie kar thr lr of proicermng . e them 
When Kangs ax gut, ewe foros proafiuccd 2X the foe of the thranc, 
== fur ws ance ng But the bariars whack ob- 
nee. and ft 5 nccefory that 
\ his afraoy frndld char them - be afarn docs nor exrs fond afnerzrce, 
n antics for the former; for r ö 
uz = favor apor the 2vcans that head =» the gel char, = crnder ws 
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bn Can coup Cat walk jute, Cane difpokton wk ccharce fort wa 
aut not te mert, paroe gud me renfermma m6 wade, 2 abes, oe pervic for- 
blk. Cut kr chore des fahers fart remargat de rowne Europe & 
We par: ce de ans. S ce prince ns jamnans ve 
Ihamanc en place mamgacrr ax drvaws de frm poſte, © parce qu'ld 
— nniit fit por oc pole & qac fer gence: Ceſprit avert cat Ck par fon 
Re conform dun i cornadfunmce des homancs ; Sr de ce tat exquas 
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We. And was ever a depot entrutied betrer * Wir ever confidence 
better placed ? The fverett cenfor has vever doen ade to. reproach his 
dong »diminifiration with one purrite expence, cen 
dera. Nothing wes to be fern in his Ge frandatous 
fortunes, whoſe enormous tac nden tack « contrait wit h 
the miſery of the people, which extinguith the dove of induftry, and the 
fre of emulation by that injurious dilpreporticn of the prices and re- 


potterny trum all Nn whtacrer, cc Malt ale N cite 
that of Frederic as the model which thew hud betoce them exe... 

His mode of adminifiratca may hw fruck ws as firange, and in 
fome refpets cen ſhocking Rte. however, mot to nage u 10. 
It muſt certainly have been wide, alipect to the manmers and conflite- 
con of the flare for which it was indiicenc, Gnoc ber profperity and 
greatncks have been the refult of it. The acceſs proves the penmas of 
the author ; he A . co mmaghs be purtucs anc Erect 
by « vigorous hand, fack 25 ought ns be that of his facceffor, for the 
ſprings which aftuate the glory amd . 
hands of Kings : they depend on the ploy which thee have the i 
gree them. The charater of genme n An et u the foarnce of povern- 
ment, thes graces changes the form of =, prucs & 2 quicker 2fion, and 
ſtronger ſprings ; forces it our of the commun: tack, amd pradcs it ines 
r 
prevents, makes KK A hypy, the bot adopacd to the 
movement it withes erh. © the blows © ednet no firike ; ſach 
was thizt of Frederne. Newer was theme 2 Priozcr who better wnderfood 
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en lui-mtoe ne dut rien A perſonne ; alle s eva comme cet aftre (cla - 
tant qua cCommunague de hanse avx autres fans emprunter d aucun. 
Des hawieurs de bn we il Jun wil rein les 
bornes Eroites de la vie de homme, tex orages qui Vagitent & Ja dif- 
ference de n opinions ; i), Fourtoit de piti far ces defpotes, dont Vame 
cntource des terrears de la tion ct livree aux funeſtes impreffions 
de Veſprit de parti, qui veulent tout ramener 4 Tide qui les a ſubjuguds, 
tout rapporter en | au niveau de I'uniformite, fi contraire au 


plan de Ia nature dans bn varicte de fes innombrables productions : il 
nt que 


la tolkrance eit une loi que: nEcefflitoit la juſtice ; des lors 
elle fur admiſe & tint &@ faction des mains de Ia ie. Le catho- 
hque cxchas juſqu"abors, fat Geve an rang de citoyen & cut des temples 
jaigue dans I capitale. Aﬀeas & Ia mime table avec le Juif, Anabap- 
tube & be Reforme, il les embaſſies comme fes freres, maudit les fana- 
taqars gui avant rompse bes las du fang & de Vamitie, & mis la divifion 
Gans Is grande frnillc des hommes. La ſuperſtition qui, dans cer- 
tun. Etats, crage nun de fang, ctouffe le 
repoulic cunftumaent Tame vers Ia terre, ne vit pas 
Fagnorance has bits des palais & hui 
ncurs, maigre bes prmalemens de ba raiſon. L'etranger, qui n'avoit pas 
a ch far corre Commer torte Ia tyrannic d'une fete excluſive, 
vat y chercher war patrac, & ba chargea d'une population brillante, juſte 
recompente <= f t. dont | ax] rapade & OCcupe ſe promenc 
far des fazers & ne bend pas à des opinions. TS 

Ea paccourznt I gallerzc de Thaſtoire, on voit que fes pinceaux per- 
peturliement en trimcs, fe font rarement arrttts fur les arts- 
Le defpore rrnible, bc rodoutable conquerant, paroificnt feuls en poſ- 
d= frampetnrs de ba renommec, feuls ils joucnt Jeurs roles 
r be dritte bu monde; n den., cc neſt que folitude & filence. 
I k friacz change, bes foarnces & hes arts ont marche avec le Mo- 
mr.. Formey, Bernoulli, tous les favans de Vaczdemic de 
F affocacs 2 I gloie de fon regne & 2u triomphe des 
farmers ; Tkutowr des beaux arts 66 lice 3 celle de fa vie & hui donne 


mz acurd acl. Cc fout des afforits + {© font prices un fecours m- 
ene] pour e. d anc 
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arts, de bk idle 2 th Gore, be Vigaerrace wa: Gr, te en 
tendenent d wen & dn moone nnn Na pros 
age du cen conbdinge & bn ples enerprgat ge. at Gece: eee. 
Run du genie ee Ge ot ror & die | amor Gow tration Fextres ql. cul- 
uva des ta revmetie. 

Erie des deies-bettres. wur fadetwrr he | wane, Ton qi yepand 
un dame precieu tar hb ve Ge trampaitle Obkenwen, ga Caen bes aooes 
dowllins te ba nevenetfie, n domme 24 xa ne compagrac devcronte 
2 | cpoque ou celle ds mem | abunicame, gar foreae be ona de pocr- 
rer, & Vundtruit fans Is eenac, hon qaan Gena & U@ wwe: Ge THow me wne 
Neureut phenmak. & en change lenow, or Suncke poiſfos gas Tamnrifte 
& u devore, ts tus as ecmber dies nobles ocoompumons de oe Prance ; 2 
brilla du plus grunt cht dans bs cxommer haerac, & qaand fon corps 
faccumburt tours be punts des U & nu i femblon encore be 
reviviter par bes charmes de Tefprc & dc Teratiaun ; ton ame oc dep>- 
gent de ba maffc wrieefiee qua + ccomatinnnt zune dclke, paroificcr dans 
tate fa force. Sc es gramdes atoms formnent jurmas dc 1 encore des 
hommes, I Imprunmerz: quzs trumpier womans dc furcars de bn: bart 
bare, appemira 2 nos dermarrs mexnus, gud cur cn Prafic mn Ro 
n favint que mugnunon, 2 f frrng dic is how wer autan de facoces 
que dc Veper, & dont bes changs devs & kwmmmras feorar enccee, 


apets unc lngue fan: de . Tabjer dr hours dflicrs & de leurs an- 
firakmns. 


Ln de bs guerre, . cleze, dipur fort {anc naſe marticle_ 
os h rae fagericure, 2 Texempl & aw didlo dr Tomthoufratmc 4:- 
Gagne Ez faction, ou be peeve ²˙ ü i plome ds pucmicrs, cx- 
ale cle de SU. cxcine fear firm, exfiummc lewrs K leur 
connec des precepers qm dowenc fare = Err leurs dend. 
cit un monurncat dont ls porter bailne K l fornce profonde ferom 
regzrder | autrur comme ²˙ w bs Prue. IE cn oft Gautant plus 
degne, qu'd 2 fo comme . e 
r A AA atiers, & a: anovens fans ocfic 
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put on the talents of his ec, and to diſpok of them 
many, as an adde architect employs materials as he finds 
w their qualities. The command he postete of hi 
gave him the over all thok who 
different affeftivns of their minds were © many characters 
of which his picrcing eve read their hearts. His cool 
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been filled by Proncrs who were 
mmm the green wo the univerſe by Rome in her age of let- 
ters amd of wiftory ; bat the forptcred fage of the north did more than 
thoſe of the fourk ; he was mot mercly a philoſopher ; he was a poet, 
2» Hirn, 2 fcholes, and a great man in cvery one of theſe de- 
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be or dfpuragrmncat, bike the Kangs who have terminated their reign. 
- He was at once the 
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foarnk. Terrence hopes ba ſummons ; he attached her to his pro- 
vances by hu 
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centre. Oe fat cette flline attractive, principe de tous ſucces, qui fit 
pre fur de hap dee Ff ue & Kleit, Lai ft 
dans les mains des Imperiaux, qui ramena fous fes 
—_ - ow Schednite. Ces 
fremilſans de leurs fert, les briferent au recit de la victoire de leur Roi à 
Rosbach, & vinrent reprendre leur fierte & leur courage, dans fes ba- 
 taillons. Ce point de la tachque, par lequel le chef communique fon 
ame & &s troupes, rA parce qu une armee 
qui aa qu un feul eſprit eſt un corps invincible, le principe vital ſe con · 
ſerve juſqu ua dernier individu. Mais il n'appartient pas & tous les chefs de 
foulfler aink leur ame dans le ſein de leurs foldats, c'eſt un re- 
rv ua genic des Alexandre, des Henri & des Frederic. Ces traits diſ- 
penſent de faire I'Aoge du fentiment qu il apporta dans Vamitie. Le 
Prince, & qui ſes ſujets font de pareils ſacrifices, les merite, & pour avoir 
des amis il faut Gvoir aunecr. 
Quel fat le fonds qui lui produifit une moiſſon de lauriers auſſi abon- 
dante en tous genres: le plus precicux de tous, la meditation, & la re- 
traite. Les idccs ifoltes dans le calme de la folitude, entourtes des 
tableaux de la nature, fe developpent avec une Etendue, & agiſſent avec 
un reflort qui ctonne juſqu's homme, dans le ſein duquel elles ont 
germeE. Emploi du temps, heurcux don de A ſageſſe, qui ſauve 
homme des folitudes de Voifivere, le garantit des paſſions errantes autour 
da defaruvre, qui preſerve la vie du vuide, & lui imprime un noble mou- 
vement ; tu fus le partage de ce Roi, le plus occupe & le plus actif qui ait 
exiſte ; quand I mort, frappant à la porte du palais, vint lui preſenter le 
able ccoule, afure de n'avoir laiffit en arritre aucun de ſes devoirs, il 
artendit d'un front ran le coup fatal. Comme fon afſiduite au travail, 
fon averſion pour Tove & les paſſions frivoles, avoicnt fait Ia gloire de 
fon regne, le bonbcur de fa vie, & ba ſclicit de ſes ſujets, elles ſirent 
crowe I tranquillite de fes derniers momens. Tel perit le plus aQif 
& bc plus intrepide des Empercurs Romains, en demandant sil n'y 
2voit plus d"aFaircs à expe La mort d'un tyran reflemble a Ia fin 
Tun jour Corage, celle de Frederic fut la fin d'un beau jour. 
Le courage be plus intrepide brilla dans ce Prince 
coars de fon long regne. Ce ne fut pas cette furcur aveugle, 


tout le 
qui al- 


lume us foyer dans bc n du lion ou de Thoaune feroce, qui fait de leur 
Coops 
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maſter of the lyre as of the ſword, whoſe ſublime and harmonious 
ſtrains, ſhall continue, after a long ſucceſſion of generations, the object. 
at once of their delight and of their inſtruction. 

The Art of War, that ſublime poem, the worthy ſubje&t of a mar- 
tial muſe, where reaſon, ſuperior to the example and deliriums of en- 
thuſiaſin, ſpurns at ſition, where the crowned poet celebrates the warriors 
glory, exalts that of his ſubjeAs, excites their fire, inflames their ſouls, 
and gives them precepts calculated to tranſmit victory to their deſcend- 
ants, will remain a monument to the author, while brilliant and 
ſcience ſhall continue in reſpect, and diſtinguiſh him as the 


Homer of Pruſſia ; and he is the more worthy of this diſtinction, be- 
cauſe like this ſublime poet, he has diſcovered a new path, caſting a 
diſdainful eye on the machinery generally employed, an", pong: A 
One 


te face frail repeated fince the father of the Epopœa. 
would even imagine, if the lively paſſion he manifeſted for every kind of 
knowledge was not ſufficiently known, that he had neglected to read 
any other epic poem, in order to ſpring forward, in his courſe, by his 
own vigour, without any other affiſtance than his imagination. A 
noble flight, a ſublime example, ſufficient ſingly to enrich the ſciences 
with new ions and with plans of originality and invention, and 
to ſet final limits to thoſe cold repetitions of antiquity, which may 
dignify the author of them with the title of ſcholar proficient in the 
reading of the antients, but never with that of the man of genius. 
What diſgraceful boundaries have thoſe men attempted to impoſe on 
the ſciences, who have maintained that there is nothing further new to 
ay, that the antients have found out and ſaid all that was poſſible, and 
who have that the limits of nature are as circumſcribed 
and as narrow as thoſe of their own fancy and underſtanding. Fortu- 
nately, philoſophy, who is acquainted with the immenſe treaſures and 
infinite extent of the human imgination, has trampled under her feet 
this prejudice of ignorance and ſloth, diſcovers, every day, new ſpace, 
and ventures into unkown regions which Frederic has had the courage 
to explore. 

That hand which drew ſuch ſublime muſic from the lyre of Apollo, 


handled with equal ſucceſs the pencil of Thucydides man, 
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corps une machine meurtriere, qui dans fon Gan brutal, briſe indifferem- 
ment l'obſtacle qui larrdte, ou fe briſe elle- meme. Mais ce courage 
rdfdchi, tempere par la ſageſſe, docile & la voix de Vhonneur, & tranſ= 
forms en un ſentiment noble & vertueux, qui aſſute a homme la ſupe- 
riorits dans tous les Etats, Ceſt lui qui deve le foldat au rang de gre- 
nadier, c'eſt lui qui poſe I homme riche & heureux devant le canon qui 
le foudroie, ou qui lui fait ſupporter des travaux accablans dans 
marches & dans les camps. C'eſt lui qui arrache les rois aux delices 
des Cours, pour les faire habiter ſous la tente. C'eſt lui qui les expoſe 


a la fatigue, preſente aux dangers. Le courage de Frederic fe 


„& les 
montra ſous toutes les faces. Il ſupporta la diſette, Vinſomnie & des 
travaux inconcevables pendant des annces entières. Couvert de Vhabit 
d'un foldat, foit qu'il fit campe dans les neiges, foit qu'il marchat ſous 
les rayons d'un foleil brilant, la plainte ne ſortit jamais de fa bouche, 
on n'entendit de lui que la voix qui on ne vit que action qui 
anime. Il brava la mort ſur les champs de bataille comme a Vapproche 
des citadelles, & fut dans ſes arm&cs un mod?le de bravoure & de fermete. 
Preſentant un front menagant, prets à s'Elancer au premier ſon de la 
trompette, ſes ſujets ſe repoſoient ſur la protection de ſes armes, & ſes 
cnnemis Etoient contenus par leur terreur. Mais ou fon courage n'cut 
point d'exemples, ce fut contre les revers de la fortune; ce fut contre la 
reunion des ennemis qu'il ofa combattre, contre 2 
leurs forces, & la conſtance de leurs attaques; ce fut d'avoir entrepis & 
exccute avec gloire, mais avec des efforts & des perils inouis pendant 
ſept ans, ce que les hommes les plus intrepides, les Monarques les plus 
puiſſans, n'cufſent oi regarder comme praticable ; ce ſut d'avoir fait 
palir Europe a la vue de ſes dangers, & de Vavoir rendu muette à la vue 
de ſes ſucces. 

La carriere de la gloire eſt ouverte à tous les hommes, mais la gloire 
du ſujet n'eſt point celle du Roi, aux petits moyens avec lei- 
quels il s agite dans la ſocictẽ, elle a des bornes que le genie ſublime ſeul 
2 le droit de reculer à Vinfini. Pour celle du Monarque ſondte fur de 
1 ſur Vaſſemblage des qualitẽs qui conſtituent I heroiſme, 

par-tout ou penetre {a puiſſance, par- tout ou parviennent ſes 
bienfaits & ſon nom. th lure cant — tens 
les vertus qui brillent autour du tröne. On la trouve dans Trajan & 


Julien, 
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The ty of ideas, the juſt expoſition of the ſuſeche, the in. 
truQive — Nich reigns throughout his tablets, have defervedly 
gained him the title of the hiſtorian of the houſe of Hokenzolern, it 
was his own ; for all his labours, even his amuſements were conſecrated 
to his advantage. But if we are curious to become acquainted with 
this moral hero in the detail, if we wiſh to know how his mind and 
his eloquence diſplayed themſelves under every form, we muſt conſult 
thoſe epiſtles, animated, at once, by the warmth of ſtile, and thought, 
thoſe diſcourſes ſtamped with the ſeal of philoſophy, thoſe letters and 
. thoſe reſponſes which wiſdom ſeemed to dictate : theſe pieces will con- 
tinue eternal monuments of the progreſs this Monarch made in the 
ſciences and arts of peace: we ſhall now behold him riſe to the fame 
degree of elevation in that of war. 

Truly terrible is the art of war, of immemorial time, coeval with 
the property of mankind. Wood and Stone were, in the firſt ages, 
the inſtruments of human fury, for which iron has ſince been ſubſti- 
tuted ; eſcaped out of the bowels of the carth, it has ſubjugated it, and 
is become its maſter. The Grecians and the Romans joined, in aid to 
the murderous metal, phyſical combinations, the advantages reſulting 
from a of evolution, the mechanical effects of weight, the 
choice of arms, and a well ordered This knowledge of 
Polybiuſs's and Zenophon's, gained theſe two people the empire of the 
world. But man having fince aſcended by the ſciences, the clements 
having ſubmitted to his genius, he called in the fire to be the companion 
of his fury, and waged war, like the gods, with thunder. To the miſ- 
fortune of the human race, this new method has been carricd to per- 
ſect ion, and has added only to the horror of theſe deſtructive ſcenes. 
Soon after burning globes rumbling dreadfully through the air overturned 
fortreſſes with their defenders, others purſued the enemy to the 
cliffs, while artificial volcanos ſprung rocks and citadels. In the mean 
time death ſtalked abroad, applauding the madneſs of men who had 
left themſelves no place of ſecurity, and ſtudied to annihilate each other 
at a fingle ſtroke; Fabert, Cohorn, Vauban contended to bring this 
fatal ſcience to perſection, they united efforts of imagination, ſuper- 
natural inſtances of genius. Tactics reduced into a new fyſtem, and 
rcaſoning on its principles led victory in chains, and ſwept away whole 

| Q armies. 
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Julien, marchant au milieu de leurs legions, & allegeant leurs fatigues 
par leur exemple dans Henri IV, vitu & vivant comme ſes foldats ; dans 
Louis IX, rendant la juſtice ſous le chene de Vincenne dans Marc- 
Aurele & Antonin, ſimples dans leur extérieur, repondant aux invita- 
tions de leurs amis, (ils meritoient d'en avoir) comme à celles de leurs 
Egaux ; dans Charlemagne, couvert d'une laine épaiſſe, calculant ſa de- 
penſe, & ne dedaignant pas d'entrer juſque dans le plus minutieux de- 
tails de ſes reſſources ruſtiques. Frederic connut de bonne heure que cette 
gloire eſt la veritable, qu'elle ſeule fait le bonheur des peuples, en 
meme - temps qu'elle annonce le bon eſprit du Prince qui fait mepriſer 
cette pompe, dont le faux brillant neut jamais que la funeſte propriets 
d'enerver les principes des Etats. II faiſit pour ſon lot les vertus qui 
doublent les forces des Empires ; il adopta la ſimplicité & la frugalite, 
& ces vertus ſi riches par elles-m&mes, repouſſerent de la main, ſur les 
provinces, les treſors que la decoration royale amoncelle autour du 
Prince. Il reſulta de là deux choſes Egalement avantageuſes, Etat fut 
floriſſant, le tr6ne fut entoure de gloire, & de la vraie gloire, car tant 
que vecut ce Prince, aucun dans Vunivers ne fut plus glorieux que le 
ſien, aucun neut plus d'eclat. Le philoſophe & le guerrier nen appro- 
cherent jamais ſans joie, ſes ſujets ſans confiance, I'ttranger ſans admira- 
tion, & les hommes en general ſans reſpect. 

Les arts, ces arbitres de la gloire, qui diſpenſent la renommee, qui 
portent le nom des Princes aux fiecles les plus reculés, & le font ſurvivre 
aux ravages des temps, ne diirent pas & ce Roi la protection intereſlce, 
que leur accorde tout Monarque, jaloux de ſurvivre a ſon regne ;* les. 
biens & les honneurs qu'il leur accorda furent le fruit de leur propre 
merite, des prix adjuges par un connoifſeur eclaire ; des hommages 
rendus par un cœur qui Etoit plein de leur feu, par la voix d'un heros 
dont la gloire Etoit independante de leur ſecours, & qui les poſſedant lui- 
meme, n'avoit beſoin que de ſes actions & de ſes Ecrits, pour s immor- 
taliſer. Il n'appartient qu aux tyrans de forcer les ſuffrages des arts, 
au Prince qui craint Voubli, de les acheter; leurs chef-d'ceuvres ſont le 
patrimoine des grands hommes, ils ſe plaiſent & leur payer ce tribut ſans 
qu'ils demandent. La gloire qui a pour baſe des monumens que le 
temps detruit, paſſe, & tombe avec eux; la vraie gloire qui n'a de fon- 
demens que les vertus, qui font leur bonheur des hommes & la force 
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armies, Guſtavus ruſhing from the extremity of the north, was the firſt 
whoexhibited this terrific ſpeAacle, Turenne and Conde improved upon 
him Villars, Eugene, Marlborough, and Maurice triumphed in this 
new carreer. 
Frederic ſheved himſelf on this new theatre of war, in 1740, and 
with him a new ſyſtem was introduced, His infantry put into a better 
form, taught to mancaeuvre with more neatneſs and regularity, had the 
advantage of acting with aſtoniſhing rapidity. Hence the ſuperiority of 
his fire founded on the quickneſs with which they diſcharged. Theſe 
different corps exerciſed with a profound ſagacity and ſtudied exactneſs, 
moved in their diviſions with ſo much velocity, and directed their pieces 
with ſuch nice aim at the oppoſite party, that their reſiſtance was inffec- 
tual notwithſtanding their numbers. No ſooner had they formed their 
ranks, than they immediately became an unſhaken impenetrable body, 
whoſe movements notwithſtanding, conformed with extreme pliability to 
the orders of their chief, who was the foul that animated them, and 
buried the enemy under one dreadful and continued ſheet of fire. Such 
were Philip and Alexander who formed that invincible phalanx, the in- 
ſtrument of their conqueſts. Thus did Frederic, through his invention 
of a ſuperior ſyſtem of tactics, procure that ſeries of ſucceſs which made 
him the admiration of all nations. But he did not think it ſufficient 
that he had revealed to his ſoldiers the ſecret of victory, unleſs he ac- 
companied it with quickneſs of marching, correctneſs of plans, 
and a choice and knowledge of encampments ; he baniſhed every fort of 
oſtentation, ſoftneſs and luxury, and all uſeleſs expences ; he recom- 
mended, both by his example and his precept, courage, ſobriety, ſubor- 
dination, and gave the impulſive movement. | 

This movement animated with the laudable fire of honor, attracted 
all hearts towards him, and made all their affections revolve in one circle, 
of which he was the centre, It was that attractive fire, the principle 
of all ſucceſs, which conſumed, in the field of battle, the Generals 
Shuverin and Kleit, which threw Maupertuis into the hands of the Im- 
perialiſts, which drew under his ſtandard the ſoldiers who had defended 
Schednitz. Theſe warriors ſhocked at their fetters, broke them at the 
recital of the victory of their King at Roſbach: and recovered their 


{pirit and their courage in his battalions, That point of excellence 
in 
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* d« Empires, plus durables que les Ratues & les durchs, feucit mime en 


vieilliflant & te renouvelle avec les fieches. 

Son amour n a ha verite fut excefſif; mais ce germe de 
I'b6roitine, ce ce puilſant mobile des caeurs geacreux, bai fit peter ces 
Hoges ephemeres, qu un meme jour voit Eclore & finic A 
onna que les louanges juſtes & durables de Ia peer : an bes Care 
jouitſance 1 soccupa à femer pour lacan. 
gloire eſt auſſi ſuptericure à autre, qu elle en peu 
homme toujours ambitieux de jouir, rarement affez grand 
facrifice de fon amour propre en faveur du bien, & pour 

n'en recevoir la rEcompente qu au moment o il ne fera plus. Le Prace 
qui penſe ainſi eſt fait pour Vimmortalite ; auth peend-cile tour de grazer 
fon nom fur le marbre & ſur Vairain, tandis que I faulle grandeur nn 
fur le fable celui des heros vulgaires, chez qui tout perit en mime-wrmps. 
Frederic, au lieu de s entouretr de fa gloire, d en jouir & & Vepuiler en 
quelque fagon pendant fa vie comme ont fait pluſficurs row, ne jout que 
de ſes vertus, de fes lumieres, & de fon courage; ff kits oa acm en 
tier, decrivant aujourd'hui une periode auth loague qu cu dans bs 
fecles futurs. 

L'envie, cette rouille qui s'attache à Ia glowe of tenter Cobfcurcir 
celle de Frederic : la jalouſie, I haine, crurent pouveir bt Ur de ewe 
ſouffle impur, & en ctouffer Veclat fous Fencre bourbeate des plumes hes 

liches. L'Europe vit avec indignation ces meprifables ecrics, ai 
la baſſeſſe & la calomnic infultoient au courage & 2 gra, mais br hs 
ros ne daigna pas deſcendre juſqu à ces vils auteurs, bt coup portaic de 
trop bas pour Vattcindre ; il © contenta de bes faire fair a Fafpedt de fs 
& de ſes vertus. Q ils font heuceux & races, bes Princes qui 
peuvent ſe juſtifier de la forte, qui font taire leurs n 2 Faſpedt an- 
poſant de leur vie, par le ſeul pouvoir de ba vencration qu'ds migurac, 
& font diſparoĩtre à force de ge ks tenthers que ba jaloute 5'efferce 
de rẽpandre autour deux 

Nous avons vu le ſentiment de Teftime publique, be vif iner des 
& ha ſuperbe opinion qu i 2vozcat de has, bes fore puffer,, & 
on peut le dire, de la vEneration au culte; . A cn 
quelque fagon de fon apotheoſe. Ce que les Romans n"zccredbrrne zu 
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